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SAINT ALBAN, PROTOMARTYR OF BRITAIN 
WHOSE MEMORY THE CHURCH CELEBRATES ON THE 22 JUNE 


We do not know the names of the first Chris- 
tians to set foot on British soil, nor when they 
arrived. In fact, we know very little about the 
Church in Roman Britain. Her story is obscured in 
the mists of earthly time and the smoke of burning 
monasteries from the long centuries of barbarian 
invasions. We know only that the holy Gospel was 
preached and that the Church thrived there. 
Though St. Irenzus, in the year 176 A.D.., failed to 
mention Britain when he wrote of all the distant 
lands where Christ was worshipped, his omission 
could have been an oversight. For Tertullian, 
barely thirty years later, wrote of “the places of the 
Britons not reached by the Romans, but subject to 
Christ.” In 314 A.D., at the Council of Arles, 
Britain was represented by three bishops. We can 
be certain, therefore, that by the middle of the third 
century after the incarnation, there was an estab- 
lished Christian community on the isle of Great 
Britain. 

This is where we come to St. Alban. Here, for 
the first time, the mists part. During one of the 
great persecutions of that period, a time of which 
Gilda wrote that the Church in Britain was saved 
only by “the most brilliant lamps of the holy 
martyrs,” there lived a pagan by the name of 
Albanus in the small city of Verulamium (now St. 
Alban’s) in Hertfordshire, a few miles northwest of 
Londinium (London). The chief magistrate of the 
city was carrying out his orders to arrest all of the 
clergy of the Christians. One of these, a priest by 
the name of Amphibalus, sought refuge at the 
house of Albanus. 

I know not why this man went to the house of 
this pagan for safety. I can only assume either that 
Albanus was already known to be a kind and just 
man, or that this was one of those many coinci- 
dences which Our Lord arranges for our benefit and 
glory. 

The ceaseless prayer and vigil of Amphibalus 
impressed his host, who began asking of him ques- 
tions about his Faith. It was not long before Alban 
asked to be baptized. Eventually, the hunters 
closed in on their prey, and Amphibalus was once 


again forced to flee. To gain time for his friend, 
Alban exchanged clothes with him, donning his 
guest’s long cloak. Alban was caught, but his 
teacher escaped. 

Alban was taken immediately to the magistrate, 
who happened to be sacrificing to idols. When the 
cloak which covered the captive’s head was re- 
moved and the deception revealed, he was enraged 
that Alban had risked his life to allow a fugitive to 
escape Roman authority. “Since you have chosen 
to conceal a sacrilegious person and a blasphemer 
whom you ought to have handed over to the guard 
whom I despatched, the punishment due to him 
shall be meted out to you unless you comply with 
the worship of our religion.” Alban steadfastly 
refused. When asked about his family, he replied, 
“How does my family concern you? If you wish to 
know the truth about my religion, know that lam 
a Christian, and am bound by Christian obliga- 
tions.” When the magistrate demanded to know 
his name, he said, “My parents named me Alban, 
and I worship and adore the living and true God, 
Who created all things.” 

“If you want to enjoy eternal life,” said the 
magistrate, “sacrifice at once to the great gods.” To 
this, Alban responded, “You are offering sacrifices 
to devils, who cannot help their suppliants, nor 
answer their prayers and vows. On the contrary, 
whosoever offers sacrifices to idols is doomed to the 
pains of hell.” 

Seeing that he could not defeat Alban with 
words, the magistrate decided to try pain. He had 
Alban scourged and tortured mercilessly. When 
this too failed, he ordered the saint’s immediate 
execution. 

Word of what was taking place had spread 
quickly. The road out of the city and bridge over 
the Ver were crowded to the point where move- 
ment was nearly impossible. Not wishing to delay 
his fate, Alban lifted his eyes to heaven and prayed. 
The river immediately parted and left a dry ford for 
him to cross. It is amazing to think that anyone 
could witness such and event, yet remain unmoved. 
How could the persecutors’ hearts not quail? How 


ae 


could they not turn in fear and shame and hide 
themselves in their homes? The miracle did have an 
effect upon at least one man. He who was ap- 
pointed to be Alban’s executioner threw down his 
sword and declared that he would rather die at the 
saint’s side than strike off his head. He was to 
obtain his wish. There was considerable consterna- 
tion and hesitation before another man was found 
who was willing to take up the sword. 

The hill itself was beautiful, with gentle slopes 
and bright fragrant flowers. The season was late 
June. The day was evidently bright and sunny, and 
perhaps hot as well, for the saint, while climbing, 
thirsted and asked God for water. A small spring 
opened near the crest, from which Alban slaked his 
thirst. For many centuries, pilgrims who came to 
reverence the holy relics would drink from St. 
Alban’s well. To the best of my knowledge, it is 
now dry. 

On or near the top of the hill, the soldier who 
chose death over the shedding of innocent blood 
received the baptism of martyrdom; his name is 
unknown. There, too, St. Alban gave up his life to 
God. It is said that when the blow fell, the 
executioner’s eyes fell out upon the ground. 
Amphibalus was eventually caught and followed 
his pupil in Christ at the place now called 
Redbourn, four miles away. 

Witnessing these miracles, the courage in faith 
of the martyrs, and the agitation of the people, fear 
fell upon the magistrate. He haled the persecution, 
“and whereas he had formerly fought to crush 
devotion to Christ, he now began to honor the 
death of His saints.” 

The relics of the holy Alban, Amphibalus, and 


perhaps the soldier as well, were preserved. A 


church, and later a cathedral, were built upon the 
site of the martyrdom and burial. During the 
invasions of the pagan Danes, they were removed 
for safekeeping. This later led to a shameful 
altercation between the monks of the monasteries 
of St. Alban and Ely that lasted for centuries. After 
the conquest, the Normans, in order to impress 
the populace with their reverence for the island’s 
saints, repaired and rebuilt the cathedral. Early in 
the fourteenth century, a new chapel and an 
elaborate shrine were constructed to house the 
relics. In the sixteenth century, the impious hands 
of the minions of Henry VIII destroyed the shrine 
during the dissolution of the monasteries. Ido not 
know what became of the relics. Many years later, 
the shrine was laboriously pieced back together 
from the approximately two thousand fragments 
into which it had been smashed, and now stands 
in its former place in the Anglican Cathedral of St. 
Alban’s. 

All quotations, except those of Tertullian and 
Gildas, which are from their own works, and the 
story of the martyrdom of St. Alban, are from the 
seventh chapter of the Venerable Bede’s History of 
the English Church and People. The account of what 
happened afterwards is taken from The Pilgrim’s 
Way: Shrines and Saints in Britain and Ireland, by 
John Adair and Peter Cheze-Brown. 


Compiled by Robert Edward Thornsberry 


Reprinted from Living Orthodoxy, vol. V #3, 
May-June 1983, with certain amendments and 
additions from Baring-Gould, The Lives of the 
Saints (Edinburgh, 1914), and Butler’s Lives of the 
Saints (Kennedy, New York, 1937). 


COMMEMORATION OF THE HOLY ALBAN OF VERULAMIUM, 
PROTOMARTYR OF BRITAIN 


AT VESPERS 
On “Lord, I have cried...”. 6 stichera: 3 in Tone I: 


Spec. Mel.: “O most lauded martyrs. ..”— 
Arise, ye Christian peoples of Albion, leap for 
joy and join chorus, lifting your voices in sacred 


hymnody, and let us praise Alban the most laud- 
able, who in accordance with his name was washed 
whiter than snow by the blood of his martyrdom; 
for, confessing Christ before the ungodly tyrant, he 
received a heavenly crown from his Master on high. 


ee 


O Verulamium, once armed with pagan might, 
beyond thy ruins rosea new and Christian city, in the 
place where the holy Alban suffered, and where the 
shrine of his precious relics was established, to which 
the faithful have recourse, even in our times; for the 
grace divine which emboldened him to lay down his 
life for his Lord doth constantly shine forth upon us 
who venerate his glorious martyrdom. 

O heathen worshippers of false deities, who in 
your madness venerate the elemental forces of 
nature as divine, ye are confounded and put to 
shame by the courageous witness of Alban most 
wise, who, brought before the pitiless tyrant, stead- 
fastly refused to offer sacrifice to inanimate things, 
bravely proclaiming with the Psalmist that the gods 
of the pagans are demons. Wherefore, having 
witnessed to Christ on earth, he hath inherited His 
kingdom in the heavens. 


And 3 stichera, in Tone IV: Spec. Mel.: “As one 
valiant among the martyrs... ”— 

As one valiant among the martyrs, thou wast 
undaunted by the tyrant’s threats, O most glorious 
martyr Alban, and didst answer him, saying with 
boldness: “I worship and serve the living God, the 
Author and Creator of all things! Your deities are 
utterly impotent; and whoso offereth sacrifice to 
them heapeth up for himself fuel for the fires of 
Gehenna!” 

Though reared a pagan from thy birth, yet, like 
Cornelius the centurion, thou wast devout and full 
of the saving fear of God; wherefore, in His great 
love for mankind, the Savior sent thee a Christian 
priest to instruct thee in the one true Faith and to 
inspire thee to die for the Lord. O the 
lovingkindness of the Master of all, for Whose sake 
thou didst willingly lay down thy life, O Alban, 
martyr of Christ! 

When the Roman guards savagely hunted the 
Christian priest, thou gavest refuge to him in thine 
own home, O glorious Alban; and, converted by 
him to the Christian Faith, putting off the old man 
and clothing thyself in Christ, thou didst disguise 
thyself in his cloak, permitting him to escape those 
who pursued him, and allowing thyself to be 
brought before the ungodly tribunal in his stead, to 
confess the one God with boldness. 


Glory..., in Tone II— 

Come, ye right-believing people of the one true 
Church, and clapping our hands in gladness, let us 
chant with sweet-sounding hymnody, praising the 
godly witness of the martyr Alban: for, casting away 
the heathen superstitions of his fathers, with a pure 
soul he embraced the teachings of the Christian 
Faith; and, beheaded by the tyrant’s sword, he 
standeth before the throne of the Most High with 
the countless martyrs, who hold palms in their 
hands and are clothed in brilliant robes, which they 
have made white in the blood of the Lamb of God. 


Now & ever...: Theotokion, or this Stavrotheotokion: 
Spec. Mel.: “When from the Tree...” — 

Beholding Thee nailed to the Tree of the Cross, 
O Jesus, she who tasted not of wedlock said, weep- 
ing: “O my sweet Child, wherefore hast Thou aban- 
doned me who alone gave Thee birth? O unap- 
proachable Light of the all-unoriginate Father, haste 
Thou and be glorified, that they who glorify Thy 


divine sufferings may receive divine glory!” 


Aposticha from the Octoechos,; and Glory...: 
Idiomelon, in Tone VI— 

In that thou didst lawfully contend for Christ, 
the Judge of the contest, thou hast been admitted to 
the ranks of His warriors, O Alban; and hearkening 
there to the entreaties of those who cry to thee with 
faith, thou givest them strength to fight the good 
fight for the God ofall, to do battle with the hordes 
of evil demons, and to prevail over them utterly, 
that by steadfastly confessing the Lord they may 
enlist with thee in the bright armies of the King of 
kings. 


Now & ever...: Theotokion, or this Stavrotheotokion: 
“On the third day...” — 

Seeing Thee crucified, O Christ, she who gave 
Thee birth cried out: “What is this strange mystery 
which I behold, O my Son? How is it that Thou 
diest, suspended in the flesh upon the Tree, O 
Bestower of life?” 


Troparion, in Tone III— 
With faith, piety and devotion let us hasten to 
the sacred shrine of the wondrous martyr Alban, the 


ain cees 


first in Britain to shed his blood for Christ the Lord, 
for Whom he willingly laid down his life; and let us 
pray that through his supplications our souls may 
find mercy and salvation. 


AT MATINS 
At “God is the Lord...”, the troparion of the martyr, 


twice; Glory..., Now & ever...: Theotokion, or 
Stavrotheotokion. 


Both canons from the Octoechos, without the 
martyrica; and this canon for the martyr, with 6 
troparia, the acrostic whereof is “Save Albion by thy 
prayers, O godly Alban”, in Tone VIIJI— 


Ob I 
Irmos: O Lord Who didst fashion an all-glorious 
path for the people in the sea, make Thou the 
journey to heaven passable for us, that we may sing 
a new song unto Thee. 

Send me grace from on high to purify my sinful 
mind, O Christ, that with boldness and without 
condemnation I may hymn Thy great martyr 
Alban, the invincible. 

A great and undaunted witness to Thy truth 
was Alban, O God; for though he had not received 
holy baptism, yet so great was his zeal for the Faith 
that he gladly shed his blood for Thee. 

Verulamium and the parts thereof were sancti- 
fied by thy martyrdom, O Alban; for within its 
walls thou didst confess the true God and wast 
sentenced to death; and beyond it thou wast be- 
headed. 

Theotokion: Even after giving birth thou hast 
remained ever-virgin, O all-pure and most im- 
maculate Theotokos; wherefore, thou prayest in 
purity for thy sinful servants. 


Ope III 

Irmos: The bow of the mighty is become weak, and 
the strengthless have girded themselves with power; 
wherefore, my heart hath been established in the 
Lord. 

All-joyously didst thou endure scourging for 
the sake of Christ, when thou didst spurn the 
worship of graven images, defying the unjust de- 


mand of the tyrant, O holy one. 


Like Moses, who parted the Red Sea, so didst 
thou divide the rushing River Ver, which impeded 
thy path to martyrdom, O Alban, filling the people 
with amazement. 

Bowing thy head before the executioner’s 
sword, thou didst surrender thy pure soul into the 
hands of Christ Jesus, Who hath caused it to dwell 
in paradise. 

Theotokion: In psalms, hymns and spiritual 
songs we lift up our voices in praise of thee, who 
alone among women gavest birth unto the Unap- 


proachable One, O Virgin Theotokos. 


Sessional hymn, in Tone III: Spec. Mel.: “Awed by the 
beauty of thy virginity...” — 

Awed by the mighty works wrought through 
thee by the Almighty, O Alban, we sinners earnestly 
entreat thine aid: Look down from on high, O holy 
martyr, and deliver us from those who would 
destroy us, body and soul. Beseech the Master of 
all, that He take pity on us and save us, in that He 
loveth mankind. Twice 


Glory..., Now & ever...: Theotokion— 

Past understanding and beyond the mind of 
man is the awesome mystery of God wrought 
within thee, O divinely joyous Mistress; for, having 
conceived the Infinite One, thou gavest birth to 
Him, wrapped in flesh through thine all-pure 
blood. Him do thou ever beseech as Thy Son, O 


pure one, that our souls be saved. 


Stavrotheotokion— 

Thy pure Mother who knew not wedlock, O 
Christ, beholding thee hanging, dead, upon the 
Cross, said, weeping maternally: “How hath the 
iniquitous and thankless council of the Jews, who 
enjoyed Thy many and great gifts, rewarded Thee, 
O my Son? I hymn Thy divine condescension!” 


OvE IV 
Irmos: What criest thou, O Prophet Habbakuk? 
What hast thou seen which filleth thee with awe? 
Beholding God come forth from Theman, I was 
afraid! 
O thy steadfastness of soul, which withstood 
the threats of the tyrant, O martyr, and gave thee 


—_— 


the strength to confess the one true God in the face 
of the idolaters! 

Never cease to offer supplications before the all- 
holy Trinity, O wondrous one, that our manifold 
offenses may be mercifully remitted and our griev- 
ous sins forgiven. 

Before the dread throne, amid the ranks of the 
angels and saints, dost thou stand, mediating with 
Christ for the people of thy native land and all 
Christians. 

Theotokion: Ye six-winged seraphim and 
many-eyed cherubim, stand in awe of the Maiden 
who is full of grace, for she is higher than you in 
honor. 


ODE V 
Irmos: O Lord Who by divine knowledge didst 
bring the ends of the earth into the light out of the 
night of ignorance, enlighten me with the dawning 
of Thy love for mankind. 

Though a man of substance and property, yet 
through martyrdom thou didst exchange all earthly 
things for the pearl of great price, the holy Christian 
Faith, O Alban. 

Holmhurst Hill, whereon thou didst seal thy 
witness, was drenched with thy blood when, be- 
headed by the sword, thou gavest thy pure soul into 
the hands of Christ, O martyr. 

Yea, thy glory hath truly shone forth, un- 
dimmed, through all the ages, O blessed Alban; 
and, guided by thy light, we hasten to the mansions 
of heaven, where thou dwellest in splendor. 

Theotokion: Pure and all-immaculate art thou, 
O Maiden, and replete with the grace of God; 
wherefore, thou standest with honor at the right 


hand of thy Son and our God. 


Ope VI 
Irmos: Mine iniquities have gone over my head, 
weighing down upon me like a heavy burden, and 
they drag me down into the depths of despondency; 
but before I sink, save me, O Lord! 

Ravaged and destroyed were thy sacred relics 
and their shrine, O Alban, when ungodly blas- 
phemers descended upon thy church like wolves 
upon a sheepfold; yet despite their predations thy 
grace hath never ceased to shine forth. 


Against the vile heresy of Pelagius did the holy 
hierarch Germanus do battle in Britain, and therein 
he found theea mighty ally; for which cause he took 
with him to Gaula portion of thy precious and holy 
relics. 

“Yesterday, in my ignorance of the true God, I 
was as one sitting in darkness and the shadow of 
death; but today, when I lay down my life for Him, 
I shall dwell in paradise, filled with His effulgent 
glory!” Alban cried out. 

“Everlasting life is the portion of those who 
cleave unto the God of the Christians; wherefore, 
put away thine unbelief from thee and believe on 
Him, that it may go well with thee in the life to 
come,” the martyr exclaimed to the tyrant. 

Theotokion: Retribution from God awaiteth 
the accursed Nestorius, O all-pure Mistress, and all 
who revile thee and teach others to hold thee in 
contempt; for thou, O all-blessed one, dost bid all 
generations to call thee blessed. 


Kontakion, in Tone II: Spec. Mel.: “Seeking the 
highest...”— 

Imbued with courage and bravery from on 
high, the glorious martyr Alban stood undaunted 
before the tyrant and boldly confessed Christ as the 
only God of all; and he utterly refused to offer 
sacrifice to false deities. Wherefore, having laid 
down his life for the Lord, he maketh earnest 
entreaty in behalf of our souls. 

kos: Heeding well the words of the Savior to 
His disciples, thou didst not fear him who could 
slay thy body, for he was unable to kill thy soul. For 
this cause, what was taught thee in the darkness by 
the Christian priest, whose life thou didst save, thou 
didst proclaim in the light; and what thine ear took 
in of his pure teaching, thou didst declare openly 
before the tribunal. Wherefore, having laid down 
thy life for the Lord, thou makest earnest entreaty 
in behalf of our souls. 


Ope VII 
Irmos: O Lord, make us emulators of Thy three 
children, opposing sin and trampling the fire of the 
passions underfoot, and chanting: Blessed art 


Thou, O God of our fathers! 


Succor and aid do thou send down upon us 
from on high, O blessed martyr, for we know thee 
to be a fervent advocate for those who chant: 
Blessed art Thou, O God of our fathers! 

On Holmhurst Hill thou didst pause, athirst; 
and when thou didst pray to God a spring of water 
gushed forth at His behest, for which thou didst 
cry: Blessed art Thou, O God of our fathers! 

Gildas the pious and the venerable Bede have 
reverently related thy lifeand martyrdom, O Alban, 
that, giving thanks for thee, we may chant: Blessed 
art Thou, O God of our fathers! 

Theotokion: O how manifold are thy mighty 
works, O Virgin Theotokos! What tongue can fit- 
tingly describe their magnitude? And who can num- 
ber them? Yea, they transcend all understanding! 


Ope VIII 
Irmos: Becoming vanquishers of the tyrant and the 
flame by Thy grace, taking exceeding care to keep 
Thy commandments, the children cried out: Bless 
the Lord, all ye works of the Lord! 

Divine grace shineth forth with radiance from 
thy precious relics and sacred shrine, O wondrous 
martyr, whereby we all are illumined who cry: Bless 
the Lord, all ye works of the Lord! 

Let every Christian soul give thanks unto God, 
Who is wondrous in His saints, for He hath given 
Alban to us as an earnest suppliant for all who cry: 
Bless the Lord, all ye works of the Lord! 

Yielding pacifieth great offenses, saith Solo- 
mon the wise; wherefore, thou didst reject the 
madness of idolatry, crying out with the faithful: 
Bless the Lord, all ye works of the Lord! 

Theotokion: A stranger wast thou to the pangs 
of parturition, O most immaculate Mother, for, 
passing forth from thy womb, Christ kept thee 
from all pain and preserved thy virginity intact. 


Ope IX 

Irmos: Let the assemblies of the heretics fall silent, 
for they do not confess thee to be the true 
Theotokos; but the prophets proclaimed thee from 
on high to be the Mother of God and the mediatress 
ofourrace. Wherefore, we magnify thee, O Virgin. 

Light from on high shineth forth upon us 
through thee, O most pious Alban, dispelling the 


darkness of polytheism and the gloom of heresy, 
that we may tread the path of righteousness without 
faltering and attain the heavenly Sion. 

Britain rejoiceth greatly in thy memory, O 
invincible martyr Alban, and bendeth its knee in 
gratitude for the many benefactions thou hast 
wrought for it, setting at naught the evil machina- 
tions of the devil and his minions. 

All Christendom is glad and danceth for joy, 
reverently celebrating thy memorial with prayers, 
hymns and godly feasts, O martyr of Christ; for, 
having thee as a champion and mediator, it 
magnifieth thee exceedingly. 

Theotokion: Now and always do we proclaim 
thee our peerless intercessor, who pleadeth ear- 
nestly with thy Son, the Lord of hosts, that He take 
pity and deal mercifully with us. Wherefore, we 
magnify thee, O most blessed Virgin. 


Exapostilarion: Spec. Mel.: “The heaven with 
stars...°— 

As the sky is bedight with myriads of brilliant 
luminaries, so is the firmament of the Church in 
Britain adorned with its countless saints as with 
innumerable stars, among whom Alban shineth 
with surpassing radiance. By his supplications may 
the Lord of all creation mercifully save our souls. 


Theotokion— 

O All-holy Maiden and Virgin, joy of the ranks 
of heaven and boast of mankind, glory of the angels 
and surcease of sorrow: With the holy martyr Alban 
help thou and deliver us from all misfortune, peril 


and grief. 


Aposticha from the Octoechos; and Glory...: 
Idiomelon, in Tone VIII— 

Assembling together in the church of the Lord, 
in congregations let us praise our Savior and Re- 
Who in His 
lovingkindness giveth us His saints to be our com- 
panions and friends, ever ready to offer entreaty in 
our behalf, to ward off the assaults of the incorpo- 
real foe, to stave off the attacks of those who hate us, 
to cure all our infirmities of body and soul, to 
assuage our griefs and ease our anguish, to console 
us amid misfortunes, and to impart strength of 


deemer, compassion and 
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Such a 
one hath He given us in the holy martyr Alban of 
Verulamium, whose sacred memory we keep with 
splendor this day: for without ceasing he entreateth 
the Lord that our souls be saved. 


resolve to us amid trials and tribulations. 


Now & ever...: Theotokion, or this Stavrotheotokion: 
Spec. Mel.: “O all-glorious wonder... ’— 

“What is this sight which mine eyes behold, O 
Master? Lifted up upon the Tree, Thou diest, 
granting life unto all, O Thou Who sustainest all 
creation!” Thus the Theotokos said, weeping, when 
she beheld suspended on the Cross the God and 
man Who had shone forth from her ineffably. 


AT LITURGY 


On the Beatitudes, 8 troparia: 4 from the Octoechos, 
and 4 from Ode III of the canon of the martyr. 


Prokimenon, in Tone VII— 

The righteous man shall be glad in the Lord, and 
shall hope in Him. 

Stichos: Hearken, O God, unto my prayer, when I 
make supplication unto Thee. 


EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY, § 292 (II Tim. 2: 1-10) 
Timothy my child: Be strong in the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus. And the things that thou hast heard of me 
among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. 
Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ. No man who warreth entangleth himself 
with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who 
hath chosen him to bea soldier. And ifa man also strive 
for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive 
lawfully. The husbandman who laboreth must be first 
partaker of the fruits. Consider what! say; and the Lord 
give thee understanding in all things. Remember that 
Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the 
dead, according to my Gospel: wherein I suffer trouble, 
as an evildoer, even unto bonds; but the word of God 
is not bound. Therefore, I endure all things for the 
elect’s sake, that they may also obtain the salvation 
which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 


Alleluia, in Tone IV— 

Stichos: The righteous man shall flourish like a 
palm tree, and like a cedar in Lebanon shall he be 
multiplied. 

Stichos: They that are planted in the house of the 


Lord, in the courts of our God shall they blossom 
forth. 


GosPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN, §52 
(JN. 15:17-16:2). 

The Lord said to His disciples: “These things I 
command you, that ye love one another. If the 
world hate you, ye know that it hated Me before 
it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world 
would love its own; but because ye are not of the 
world, but I have chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you. Remember the 
word that I said unto you, The servant is not 
greater than his lord. If they have persecuted Me, 
they will also persecute you; if they have kept My 
saying, they will keep yours also. But all these 
things will they do unto you for My name’s sake, 
because they know not Him Who sent Me. If I 
had not come and spoken unto them, they had not 
had sin; but now they have no cloak for their sin. 
He who hateth Me hateth My Father also. IfI had 
not done among them the works which none 
other man did, they had not had sin: but now have 
they both seen and hated both Me and My Father. 
But this cometh to pass, that the word might be 
fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated 
Me without a cause. But when the Comforter is 
come, Whom I will send unto you from the 
Father, even the Spirit of truth, Who proceedeth 
from the Father, He shall testify of Me: and ye also 
shall bear witness, because ye have been with Me 
from the beginning. These things have I spoken 
unto you, that ye should not be offended. They 
shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time 
cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that 
he doeth God service.” 


Communion Verse— 
In everlasting remembrance shall the righteous be; 


he shall not be afraid of evil tidings. 


Composed by the reader Isaac Lambertsen. This service is offered for private use and, where permit- 
ted by the diocesan bishop, for use in Church services. ©2007 Isaac E. Lambertsen. 


a) es 


HERESY ALONE? 


“It is not possible to teach the word of truth 
completely if one thinks that he has the right Faith, 
but is not guided by the divine Canons.” 

— St. Theodore the Studite, Epistle 1.30 


Dear Orthodox reader, 

On numerous past occasions, it has been force- 
fully asserted by some that the only legitimate and 
Canonical reason for leaving one’s bishop is heresy 
— period. 

However, it appears that they have overlooked 
the exampleof St. Theodore the Studite and St. 
Platon of Sakkoudion in this connection. St. Theo- 
dore and St. Platon broke communion with their 
bishop (St. Tarasios of Constantinople, who pre- 
sided over the Seventh Ecumenical Council), solely 
on the basis of St. Tarasios’ Canonical inaction — 
and for no heresy whatsoever. 

This event was known as the “Moechian Con- 
troversy”. In 795, Emperor Constantine VI, who 
wished to marry his mother Irene’s lady-in-waiting, 
Theodota, divorced his wife Maria and forced her 
to enter a convent. St. Tarasios was opposed to this 
adulterous union, and refused to give it his blessing. 
However, he failed to take disciplinary action 
against Joseph, the Oikonomos (Steward) of Hagia 
Sophia and Abbot of the Kathara Monastery, who 
performed the wedding, which many churchmen, 
them St. Theodore, considered 
uncanonical. St. Tarasios tried to have the marriage 


among 


annulled, but was unable, for the emperor threat- 
ened to restore the Iconoclast heresy if he forbade 
the marriage. St. Theodore and St. Platon of 
Sakkoudion, his spiritual father and one of the 
fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical Council, resisted 
the unlawful union and broke communion with 
Patriarch Tarasios over his inaction in the face of 
such disregard for canonical order. They suffered 
exile and imprisonment for two years, until Em- 
press Irene seized the throne in 797 and recalled 
them from banishment. 

The controversy stirred again in 806 when, at 
the request of Emperor Nicephoros I, the new 
Patriarch St. Nicephoros I rehabilitated the erring 


Abbot Joseph as a reward for his efforts in mediat- 
ing a revolt some three years earlier. St. Theodore 
and his monks, together with his brother, Arch- 
bishop Joseph of Thessalonica, broke communion 
with the Patriarch. For this act of resistance, they 
were condemned by a synod in 809 and sent into 
exile again. 

Peace was restored when in 811, Emperor 
Michael I Rangabe brought St. Theodore and his 
disciples back from exile and had Joseph of Kathara 
deposed a second time. It should be noted that they 
were received with honor, and in good standing, 
and were glorified by the Universal Church — 
despite having been previously deposed and even 
anathematized by a large Synod of Bishops for their 
resistance. (A Study of the Ecclesiology of Resistance, 
by Patrick G. Barker, Center for Traditionalist 
Orthodox Studies, 1994) 

Neither of these cases involved a matter of 
heresy. Rather, St. Theodore, St. Platon, and Arch- 
bishop Joseph, broke communion with their lawful 
bishop when he acted in a manner contrary to the 
holy canons — period. 

Were they wrong to do so? It seems to me that 
either the proponents of the “Heresy Alone” argu- 
ment are simply (though honestly) mistaken, and 
one may indeed lawfully break communion with 
one’s Bishop on the basis of his uncanonical actions 
or inactions (in which case St. Theodore and St. 
Platon serve as an example of God-pleasing Ortho- 
dox resistance to uncanonical disorder), or the 
advocates of the Heresy Alone view must believe that 
St. Theodore and St. Platon erred and were 
schismatics. 

It is perhaps worthy of consideration to ask: 
What would these saints have done in our own day? 
What would they have done if their bishop and 
synod united with a Church whose _hierarchs 
commune with those of openly heretical confes- 
sion, and with those who unilaterally introduce 
uncanonical and divisive innovations into the 
Church of Christ? What would St. Theodore have 
done if his bishop not only failed to oppose one 
uncanonical marriage, or allowed one deposed 


Tie: 


clergyman to be reinstated, but even failed to act 
when bishops of other Local Churches synodally 
recognized divine grace in heretical baptism (such as 
the hierarchs of Antioch and Alexandria have done)? 

From the official website of the “Orthodox” 
Church of Antioch: 


Statement of the Orthodox Church of Antioch 
on the Theological Dialogue on the Relations 
between the Eastern and Syrian Orthodox 
Churches, November 1991 


A SYNODAL AND PATRIARCHAL LETTER 
To ALL Our CHILDREN, PROTECTED BY GOD, OF 
THE Hoty SEE oF ANTIOCH BELOVED: 


You must have heard of the continuous efforts 
for decades by our Church with the sister Syrian 
Orthodox Church [The Monophysite sect — ed.] to 
foster a better knowledge and understanding of both 
Churches, whether on the dogmatic or pastoral level. 
These attempts are nothing but a natural expression 
that the Orthodox Churches, and especially those 
within the Holy See of Antioch, are called to articu- 
late the will of the Lord that all may be one, just as the 
Son is One with the Heavenly Father (John 10:30). 
It is our duty and that of our brothers in the Syrian 
Orthodox Church to witness to Christ in our Eastern 
region where He was born, preached, suffered, was 
buried and rose from the dead, ascended into 
Heaven, and sent down His Holy and Life-giving 
Spirit upon His holy Apostles. 

All the meetings, the fellowship, the oral and 
written declarations meant that we belong to One 
Faith (The Fathers of the Ecumenical Council of 
Chalcedon thought and decreed otherwise — ed.] 
even though history had manifested our division 
more than the aspects of our unity. All this has 
called upon our Holy Synod of Antioch to bear 
witness to the progress of our Church in the See of 
Antioch towards unity that preserves for each 
Church its authentic Oriental heritage whereby the 
one Antiochian Church benefits from its sister 
Church and is enriched in its traditions, literature 
and holy rituals. Every endeavor and pursuit in the 
direction of the coming together of the two 
Churches is based on the conviction that this 


orientation is from the Holy Spirit, and it will give 
the Eastern Orthodox image more light and radi- 
ance, which it has lacked for centuries before. 
Having recognized the efforts made in the direction 
of unity between the two Churches, and being 
convinced that this direction was inspired by the 
Holy Spirit and projects a radiant image of Eastern 
Christianity overshadowed during centuries, the 
Holy Synod of the Church of Antioch saw the need 
to give a concrete expression of the close fellowship 
between the two Churches, the Syrian Orthodox 
Church and the Eastern Orthodox, for the edifica- 
tion of their faithful. 

Thus, the following decisions were taken: 

1. Weaffirm the total and mutual respect of the 
spirituality, heritage and Holy Fathers of both 
Churches. The integrity of both the Byzantine and 
Syriac liturgies is to be preserved. 

2. The heritage of the Fathers in both Churches 
and their traditions as a whole should be integrated 
into Christian education curricula and theological 
studies. Exchanges of professors and students are to 
be enhanced. 

3. Both Churches shall refrain from accepting 
any faithful from one Church into the membership 
of the other, irrespective of all motivations or 
reasons. 

4. Meetings between the two Churches, at the 
level of their Synods, according to the will of the two 
Churches, will be held whenever the need arises. 

5. Each Church will remain the reference and 
authority for its faithful, pertaining to matters of 
personal status (marriage, divorce, adoption etc.). 

6. If bishops of the two Churches participate at 
a holy baptism or funeral service, the one belonging 
to the Church of the baptized or deceased will 
preside. In case of a holy matrimony service, the 
bishop of the bridegroom’s Church will preside. 

7. The above mentioned is not applicable to the 
concelebration in the Divine Liturgy. 

8. What applies to bishops equally applies to 
the priests of both Churches. 

9. In localities where there is only one priest, from 
either Church, he will celebrate services for the faithful 
of both Churches, including the Divine Liturgy, 


pastoral duties, and holy matrimony. Hewill keep an 


ti 


independent record for each Church and transmit 
that of the sister Church to its authorities. 

10. If two priests of the two Churches happen 
to be in a locality where there is only one Church, 
they take turns in making use of its facilities. 

11. Ifa bishop from one Church and a priest 
from the sister Church happen to concelebrate a 
service, the first will preside even when it is the 
priest’s parish. 

12. Ordinations into the holy orders are per- 
formed by the authorities of each Church for its 
own members. It would be advisable to invite the 
faithful of the sister Church to attend. 

13. Godfathers, godmothers (in baptism) and 
witnesses in holy matrimony can be chosen from 
the members of the sister Church. 

14. Both Churches will exchange visits and will 
co-operate in the various areas of social, cultural 
and educational work. We ask God’s help to 
continue strengthening our relations with the sister 
Church, and with other Churches, so that we all 


become one community under one Shepherd. 


2A1L1991 
Patriarch Ignatios IV, Damascus 


AND WHAT DOES THIS S-CALLED “SISTER” CHURCH, 
THE MONOPHYSITE CHURCH OF SYRIA, 
SAY IT BELIEVES (FROM ITS WEBSITE)? 


The Syrian Orthodox Church, as well as the 
majority of the vast province of the Holy See of 
Antioch, rejected from the very beginning the coun- 
cil of Chalcedon. This caused the resignation of 
Patriarch Maximus in 455, and the fall of the 
Chalcedonian Patriarch Martyr and the installation 
in 468 of Peter II who is known as Fuller. This 
Church called those who were separated from her in 
accepting the council of Chalcedon, “Melkites” 
which means in Syriac “the followers of the king”. 
Our scholar Bar Ebraya calls them “Melkite Syr- 
ians”. Our Church maintains firmly one person and 
one nature for Christ after the union, and the 
crucifixion of god, and the expression of Theotokos 
or God-bearer, after the example of St. Cyril of 
Alexandria and the third Ecumenical Council of 
Ephesus. Its Holy Fathers emphasized these teach- 
ings against both the Chalcedonians and Nestorians. 


AND WHAT DOES THE 
CHURCH OF ALEXANDRUA SAY? — 


PasTORAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
Coptic ORTHODOX AND GREEK ORTHODOX 
PATRIARCHATES OF ALEXANDRIA 


Since the Holy Synods of both the Coptic 
Orthodox Church and the Greek Orthodox 
Patriarchate of Alexandria and all Africa have al- 
ready accepted the outcome of the official dialogue 
on Christology between the Orthodox Church and 
the Oriental Orthodox Churches, including the 
two official agreements: the first on Christology 
signed in June 1989 in Egyptand thesecondalso on 
Christology and on the lifting of anathemas and 
restoration of full communion signed in Geneva 
1990, in which it is stated that “In the light of our 
agreed statement on Christology..., we have now 
clearly understood that both families have always 
loyally maintained the same authentic Orthodox 
Christological faith, and the unbroken continuity 
of Apostolic tradition.” It was agreed to have 
mutual recognition of the sacrament of baptism, 
based on what St Paul wrote, "One Lord, one faith, 
one baptism" (Eph 4:5) 

But since up until now we are waiting for the 
responses of the Holy Synods of some other 
churches in both families, the restoration of full 
communion is not yet reached between the two 
sides of the bi-lateral dialogue. And due to the 
pastoral consequences and implications caued by 
mixed Christian marriages between the members of 
the two Patriarchates of Alexandria, having the 
majority of their people living in the same coun- 
tries. Those marriages being difficult to perform in 
both Churches at the same time or in 
concelebration. The result is that many sensitivities 
are created between the two families of the partners 
of such marriage. Those sensitivities can extend 
even after the marriage and may affect the relation 
between the two communities of churches. 

For those mentioned reasons, the Holy Synods 
of both Patriarchates have agreed to accept the 
sacrament of marriage which is conducted in either 
Church with the condition that it is conducted for 
two partners not belonging to the same patriarchate 
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of the other Church from their origin. Both the 
bride and the groom should carry a valid certificate 
from his/her own patriarchate that he/she has a 
permit of marriage and indicating the details of his/ 
her marriage status up to date. 

Each of the two patriarchates shall also accept 
to perform all of its other sacraments to that new 
family of mixed Christian marriage. 

It is agreed that the patriarchate which shall 
perform the marriage shall be responsible for any 
marriage problems that may happen concerning 
this certain marriage, taking into consideration the 
unified marriage laws signed by the heads of 
Churches in Egypt in the year 1999. 

Each patriarchate shall preserve its right not to 
give its sacraments to any persons whom she does 
not find fulfilling its canons according to the Apos- 
tolic Tradition. 

Petros VII Pope and Patriarch 

of Alexandria and All Africa 
Shenouda III Pope of Alexandria and 
Patriarch of the See of St Mark 


BUT WHAT DOES THE CHURCH SAY? 


Ecumenical Apostolic Canon Xlvi (46): 
“We ordain thata bishop, or presbyter, who has 
admitted the baptism or sacrifice of heretics, be 
deposed. For what concord hath Christ with Belial, 


or what part hath a believer with an infidel?” 


Ecumenical Apostolic Canon Xlvii (47): 

“Let a bishop or presbyter ...who shall not 
baptize one who has been polluted by the ungodly 
be deposed, as despising the Cross and death of the 
Lord, and not making a distinction between the 
true priests and the false.” And again: What would 
these saints have done if their bishop failed to act 
when a Local Church, in direct violation of the 
Ecumenical Canons, abandoned the Orthodox 
Paschalion (as the Church of Finland has done), 
and instead adopted the Paschalion of heretics, thus 
rendering themselves liable to deposition? 


WHAT DOES THE CHURCH SAY? 
Ecumenical Canon I Of Antioch (A.D. 341), 
Concerning Pascha: 


“Whoever shall presume to set aside the decree of 
the holy and great synod which was assembled at 
Nicaea... concerning the holy and salutary feast of 
Pascha; if they shall obstinately persist in opposing 
what was rightly ordained, let them be excommuni- 
cated and cast out of the Church; this is said concern- 
ing thelaity. Butifanyone of those who preside in the 
Church, whether he be bishop, presbyter, or deacon, 
shall presume, after this decree, to exercise his own 
private judgment to the subversion of the people and 
to the disturbance of the Churches, by observing 
Pascha with the Jews, the holy synod decrees that he 
shall thenceforth bean alien from the Church, as one 
who not only heaps sins upon himself, but who is also 
the cause of destruction and subversion to many; and 
it deposes not only such persons themselves from 
their ministry, but those also who after their deposi- 
tion shall presume to communicate with them. And 
the deposed shall be deprived even of that external 
honor, of which the holy Canon and God’s priest- 
hood partake.” 


Again: What would these saints have done if 
their bishop failed to act when a patriarch unilaterally 
“lifted” anathemas rightly decreed and received by 
the whole Church against unrepentant and increas- 
ingly heretical schismatics (as the Patriarch of 
Constantinople did in 1965)? Who can doubt that 
men like St. Theodore and St. Platon would have 
broken communion with their bishop if faced with 
such grave uncanonical disorder — such culpable 
inaction whose grievousness far exceeds that of one 
unlawful marriage, or one reinstatement of a de- 
posed clergyman? St. Theodore: “It is not permis- 
sible, indeed, that either our own church, or any 
other, does anything against the established laws or 
Canons. For if that were granted — vain would be 
the Gospel, futile the Canons. And everyone will be, 
during the period of his own archbishopric, a new 
evangelist, another apostle, another lawgiver since he 
is allowed to act as he pleases together with his 
associates. But this is impossible, for we have a 
command from the Apostle himself which says that 
if anyone decrees or orders us to act contrary to 
tradition, or contrary to the canons of the Ecumeni- 
cal or local Councils which met at various times, he 
shall not be acceptable, and he shall not be numbered 
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among the saints.” (Epistle i.22, i.24, The Patriarch 
Nicephorus of Constantinople, Paul J. Alexander, 
Oxford University Press, 1958) 

Contrary to what has been claimed, Apostolic 
Canon XXXI does zot say that a priest can only 
separate from his bishop for reasons of heresy alone. 
Rather, it says that those who separate from their 
bishop are guilty if they do so “without finding 
anything wrong with the Bishop in point of piety 
and righteousness.” Both the teaching and suffering 
example of our fathers among the saints Theodore 
and Platon demonstrate, beyond question, that 
they believed canonical inaction to be a matter “of 
piety and righteousness” fully worthy of breaking 
communion with one’s bishop. Finally, let us also 
call to mind the words of St. Cyril, Metropolitan of 
Kazan, who separated from the communion of 
Metropolitan Sergius — not for reasons of heresy, 
but for reasons of canonical disorderand sin: “Iam 
not separating from anything holy, from anything 
that authentically belongs to the Church. I fear 
only to approach and cling to that which I recognize 
as sinful in its origin, and therefore I refrain from 
brotherly communion with Metropolitan Sergius 


and the archpastors who are one mind with him, 
since I have no other means of accusing a sinning 
brother... In my opinion, every clergyman who 
shares my attitude towards Metropolitan Sergius 
and the synod established by him must act in the 
same way. As for laymen, in all conscience they 
should not participate actively in the church life of 
parishes which commemorate the name of Metro- 
politan Sergius at divine services as the chief 
archpastor.” (Epistle No. 1, to Bishop Damascene, 
June 6/19, 1929, A Study of the Ecclesiology of 
Resistance, by Patrick G. Barker, Center for Tradi- 
tionalist Orthodox Studies, 1994) 

I close with the prayer of St. Cyril from this 
same Epistle, which is my prayer also, for you and 
for me, in these times: 

“May the Holy Spirit, Who is always in the 
Church, conduct us through the furnace of the 
present difficult trials to the greater manifestation of 
His Truth, lest we in any way decrease in the smallest 
part of our hope, or become dissolved in thought in 
this world’s evil which surrounds us.” Amen. 

In Christ, 


Athanasios Jayne 


THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF ARCHBISHOP ANTONY OF LOS ANGELES 


The Lord has destined us to live in an extremely 
hard time, unlike any other in the history of the 
Russian Church. That is why in the last will and 
testament one should speak of the most important 
thing. When a living organism is dying, all 
thoughts are concentrated on how to survive. So 
should we. In our times of predominant apostasy 
from God and the Truth, we should be concerned 
with two questions: how to keep faithfulness to the 
True God, and how to save our souls. 

1. According to many canonical rules, all of the 
so-called bishops, archbishops and metropolitans 
of the Moscow Patriarchate, being KGB agents, are 
apostates from Christ. The 62nd Apostolic Canon 
deprives them of these titles, and if they repent, it 
calls for them to be accepted as laymen and not to 
be ordained. Similar orders are found in numerous 
(24) canonical rules. From this, we see that the 
divine canons do not admit the Divine Gifts to 


apostates — KGB agents. 


The holy Martyr St. Patriarch Tikhon testifies 
to the same in his epistle excommunicating the 
soviet power; Blessed Metropolitan Anthony 
(Khrapovitsky) does likewise when he condemns 
the Declaration of Metropolitan Sergius 
(Stargorodsky), as does Metropolitan Anastassy 
(Gribanovsky) in his last testament. 

Hear holy Patriarch Tikhon’s words stated 
right after committing the God-fighting soviet 
power to anathema: “We exorcise you, faithful 
children of the Orthodox Church of Christ, in no 
way to associate with these fiends of humankind.” 
Holy Patriarch Tikhon not only admonishes but 
exorcises. And exorcism is admonishment with the 
threat of punishment. His words turned out to be 
prophetic.... How terribly believers were punished 
by the communism that so many of them had 
supported. 

In his letter to Metropolitan Sergius, Blessed 
Metropolitan Anthony called his (Sergei’s) 
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declaration a betrayal. During those times (1927) 
Moscow bishops, archbishops and metropolitans 
had not yet become KGB agents. The main task of 
the KGB was the “eradication of religion”. This 
makes the activities of the bishops, archbishops and 
metropolitans of the Moscow Patriarchate much 
worse than betrayal. 

In his last will and testament, Metropolitan 
Anastassy has said: “As for the Moscow 
Patriarchate and its bishops, archbishops and met- 
ropolitans, the Russian Church Abroad must not 
have any canonical, prayerful, or even simple every- 
day association, leaving them at the same time to 
the final judgment of the Council of the future free 
Russian Church.” 

These words point out the first and repeated 
condemnation of the Moscow Patriarchate by the 
Russian Church Abroad. As the Apostle Paul 
teaches: A man who is a heretic, after the first and 
second admonition, reject. (Tit 3: 10) 

2. Our Lord destines us to a great blessing: to 
belong to the Holy Orthodox Church, for only here 
can we obtain salvation, if we do not waste the time 
of preparing ourselves for eternity. 

To avoid wasting this time, let us turn to the 
awesome admonitions of the Word of God, Gos- 
pel parables, prayers and Church hymns which 


teach us that our mind is filled with unnecessary 
triviality and troubles, that the enemies of our 
salvation give to us. And we, in our carefree 
manner, like to think that they are our own 
harmless and pleasant thoughts. Having dis- 
tracted our mind from God, the enemy begins 
bringing sinful thoughts and wishes, which are 
extremely hard to resist. To fight against sin 
successfully, one must replace his thoughts with con- 
tinual prayer to Jesus. 

All the saints had to do this to reach their 
sanctity. There is no other way. The great saints of 
ancient times, as well as the holy Father Seraphim 
of Sarov, St. John of Kronstadt, holy Father Paissy 
Velichkovksy and the great Startsy of Optina, all 
testify to this. This prayer saves and is successful 
only if done patiently and humbly, not with the 
goal of pleasure, but rather release from sins, and it 
demands a lot of time. 

Our Merciful Lord Jesus Christ, grant us eter- 
nal salvation by the prayers of the Most Holy 
Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary, and of all the 
saints! Amen. 


(signed:) Archbishop Antony of Los Angeles 
24 November / 7 December 1995 
Holy Martyr Katherine 


METROPOLITAN PHILARET OF NEW YORK: 
THE GUARDIAN OF THE LORD’S HOUSE 


SomME HIstTory 


Beginning in 1945, Archimandrite Philaret 
(Voznesensky), subsequently the First Hierarch of 
ROCOR, and the entire Far East diocese, were 
being forced to enter the Moscow Patriarchate, 
since at the time the Soviet army had occupied 
China and established total Soviet control. 

The Soviet power immediately branded all 
Russian émigrés “enemies of the people” and, 
within half a year, had arrested 50,000 people, 
including the young and elderly. All fifty thousand 
Harbin residents were transported to the USSR. 
Beyond Atpor Station, fourteen thousand of them 
were executed; the remaining thirty-six thousand 
were sent to concentration camps where they were 


starved as described in the book Father Arseny. It is 
assumed that they all perished in concentration 
camps. (Among those killed were people such as K. 
Rodzaevsky, together with his Fascists, as well as 
people from Osano who collaborated with the 
Japanese.) Every third young man in Harbin was 
seized by the Soviet forces, taken to the USSR, and 
annihilated in a concentration camp. The Soviet 
totalitarian regime annihilated them because of 
their Orthodoxy, for refusing to recognize the 
sergianist heresy, which teaches conscientious sub- 
mission to the theomachists. 

Overall, the Soviet regime killed around sev- 
enty milliaon Orthodox people, destroyed more 
than thirty thousand churches, confiscated land 
and property. It committed the genocide of the 
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Russian Orthodox people, caused civil war, blas- 
phemed God, and ripped out the people’s faith in 
God through fear and terror. Who could obey such 
a regime in good conscience and collaborate with it? 

The remaining Russian residents of Harbin 
were forced to accept Soviet citizenship. However, 
Archimandrite Philaret openly refused to do this. 
Also, when he served divine liturgy he never com- 
memorated the Soviet regime. He delivered thun- 
dering sermons on truth and falsehood, after listen- 
ing to which it seemed to us that these were the final 
days of his life. He openly served panikhidas for the 
murdered Tsar Nicholas II and his entire Royal 
Family, and said in his sermons that the most 
important thing about the Great Martyr Tsar was 
that he had the mind of Christ and therefore could 
not be brainwashed and did not have the perditious 
spirit of anti-Christ that had gripped all of Russia. 
He also brought together young people for meet- 
ings at which he explained the teaching of Christ. 


FATHER PHILARET UNDER TORTURE 


The city of Harbin, Manchuria had been occu- 
pied by the Japanese from 1904 to 1945. The 
Japanese tried with all their might to hold onto this 
Chinese province, since it provided enormous ma- 
terial advantages to Japan and gave access to the 
mainland, which made Japan strong in an interna- 
tional military-political sense. But the Russian 
émigrés were a problem for the Japanese because of 
their unique non-Asian mentality. With the aim of 
using young Russians for military purposes, the 
Japanese first attempted to stamp out that social- 
religious mentality of our émigrés. With this 
objective they positioned an idol of the goddess 
Amateresa across the road from the St. Nicholas 
Cathedral, so that Russian people arriving for ser- 
vices would first bow in the direction of the idol 
before entering the cathedral to worship God. 

Metropolitan Melety reacted immediately: he 
issued an epistle in which he explained that it was 
impermissible to bow to the idol. Then the Japa- 
nese began to accuse Metropolitan Melety and the 
clergy of committing acts against their authority. 

Archimandrite Philaret objected particularly 
resolutely to the Japanese. Then the Japanese seized 


him and began to torture him. They cut open his 
cheek and almost gouged out one eye, but he 
tolerated the torture. Then the main torturer told 
Father Philaret: “We have an instrument fired by 
electricity, through the use of which everyone has 
agreed to comply with our demands, and you will 
comply too.” (Father Philaret told me personally 
about this.) 

The torturer brought the red-hot electrical 
instrument. Then Father Philaret prayed to Saint 
Nicholas the Wonderworker with the words: 
“Saint Nicholas, help me; otherwise, there may be 
a betrayal.” The time for torture arrived. The 
torturer undressed him to the waist and began to 
burn his back with the red-hot iron. And, oh —a 
miracle occurred! Father Philaret could smell the 
burnt flesh, but felt no pain. His soul was joyful. 
The torturer could not understand why he was 
silent and not shouting and writhing from unbear- 
able pain. Then the torturer turned and looked at 
Father Philaret’s face. When he saw his face, he 
knew he had been defeated. He waved his arms and 
muttered something in his Asian language and ran 
away, defeated by this super-human strength of 
endurance. 

No one could endure such sufferings without 
the help of Christ God. But the suffering was so 
intense that he was close to death. Father Philaret, 
who was near death, was given to his relatives to be 
cared for. At this point in his account he grew 
silent. Later on he told me: “I was in veritable hell.” 
But God did not allow him to die. The wounds 
healed; only his eye remained somewhat displaced. 
The Japanese no longer wished to claim the bows of 
the Orthodox people. Until now I had not told 
everything that I had heard from Father Philaret, 
since I thought that everyone knew about these 


things. 


SERGIANISM AS PAGANISM 


As young people living in China under the 
Soviet regime, experiencing violence and the fear of 
death, we quickly understood its anti-Christ 
nature. We realized that if God did not stop it that 
it would spiritually break all the people, making 
them zombies and forcing them to serve world evil. 


It became clear that in his 1927 Declaration 
Metropolitan Sergius, on the advice of flesh and 
blood, out of fear of losing his life, having fallen into 
delusion, called everyone to in conscience obey the 
Soviet regime and collaborate with it. If the Lord 
said, “For what shall it profit a man, ifhe shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul?” (Mark 
8:36), then in his Declaration, Metropolitan 
Sergius was attempting to save people’s bodies, 
ignoring the eternal damage to their souls. This was 
precisely the pagan understanding of good and evil. 
This was precisely the betrayal and gross sin which 
Metropolitan Melety and Father Philaret in the Far 
East diocese and Father Arseny, “with many 
people” in Russia, feared to commit. 

But in attempting to save the bodies of people 
according to the pagan method, Metropolitan 
Sergei doomed one third of Russia to the oblitera- 
tion of both human bodies and souls — for through 
his Declaration he permitted the Soviet regime to 
officially classify those who did not accept it as 
political criminals. Is this not the greatest crime 
committed by the supreme church authority, be- 
fore God and before the Church? 

I realized that the anathema pronounced by the 
Holy Patriarch Tikhon against the Soviet godless 
authority and its collaborators is indeed God’s 
might condemning the Soviet regime and all its 
collaborators. Are not the words of Christ God, 
that it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye 
of a needle than for these to enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven, applicable to the sergianists who commit- 
ted this gross mistake and sin? 

Then the answer to the question “what then is 
sergianism?” became clear to me. It is the encoding 
of the Orthodox consciousness with the pagan 
understanding of good and evil, through violence 
and morbid fear instilled in the population by the 
Soviet regime, with the aid of the supreme church 
authority. This is not a comforting answer, but it 
is one derived from the personal reality of life and 
the clear example of the life and service in the 
Russian Orthodox Church of Archimandrite 
Philaret. 

Father Philaret and Metropolitan Melety, to- 
gether with all the clergy, did not bow down before 
the idol of the goddess Amataresa — but 


Metropolitan Sergius bowed down before the god- 
less regime, leading all the clergy and people into 
error and sin. 

After the Declaration the clergy changed. Fa- 
ther Arseny used to say: “What could the people 
glean from such pastors? What kind of an example 
are they? We raised our people poorly for we did 
not instill in them the deep foundation of Faith. 
Remember all of this! Remember it! This is why 
our people so quickly forgot us, their servants; they 
forgot the Faith and took part in the destruction of 
churches.” Father Philaret’s path was different. He 
rejected sergianism, did not collaborate with the 
regime... and he was esteemed as a leader of great 
spiritual authority by the Russian émigrés of 
Harbin. 


An ATTEMPT ON THE LIFE OF THE CONFESSOR 


Then in October 1960, the Soviet régime, 
brimming with malice, decided to annihilate him 
through fire. This is how it happened: one night 
in the wee hours of Sunday, Archimandrite 
Philaret was awakened at about 2:00 am by a 
strange odor in his house, so he walked through 
into the parlor, in the corner of which was a store- 
room. As he related, from under the door of the 
store-room a pungent, sharp-smelling smoke was 
pouring out. He wentstraight to the bathroom and 
poured water into a basin, returned to the store- 
room and, having opened the door, he splashed the 
water in the direction of the origin of the smoke. 
Suddenly there was a loud explosion accompanied 
by intense fire. The fire burned him and the shock 
wave of the explosion pushed him with great force, 
lifting him and throwing him across the entire 
parlor and pushed him against the exterior door. 
Fortunately, the door opened outward. The im- 
pact of his flying body tore off the hinges, and he fell 
on the ground, deafened but alive. When he came 
to, he saw the house burning like a torch. Archi- 
mandrite Philaret realized that a thermic bomb had 
exploded which burned down the house in mere 
minutes. 

That same night a certain Zinaida Lvovna, a 
member of the sisterhood of the church and Mercy 
House, had walked out of her home which was 
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across the street from the church at around mid- 
night. She saw fire trucks standing in the street near 
the church, but there was no fire. Such an incom- 
prehensible and unusual accumulation of fire- 
fighting vehicles surprised her. Around two hours 
later, when the sound of the exploding bomb woke 
her, she immediately went out on the street and saw 
the house almost completely burned, [the remains 
of] which the firefighters were extinguishing. 
Meanwhile, Archimandrite Philaret was standing 
on the front steps of the church, shivering from 
cold, suffering from severe burns and contusion. 
Zinaida Lvovna immediately understood that the 
fire had been set by the Soviet authority with the 
purpose of killing Father Philaret. She quickly 
crossed the road and invited him into her house. 

But the Chinese chief firemen, seeing that 
Archimandrite Philaret was alive, accused him of 
setting the fire and wanted to arrest him. However, 
the astute Zinaida Lvovna quickly turned to the 
Chinese authority and said: “It appears that you 
positioned your firetrucks in advance, knowing 
that a fire would break out? Who informed you in 
advance about the fire?” 

The fire chief was at a loss for words and could 
Meanwhile, Zinaida 
Lvovna and Archimandrite Philaret reached her 
house, in which there was a room without any 
windows. She situated Archimandrite Philaret in 
there, for she knew that the Soviet killers could 


penetrate a window and kill him. 


not provide an answer. 


The next day, Sunday, some young people 
came early for service, but the church was closed 
and the house where the rector had lived was 
burned to the ground. I managed to meet Zinaida 
Lvoynaand found out from her what had happened 
that night. I asked for permission to see Father 
Philaret. 

At first glance I saw Father Philaret in a state of 
utter physical exhaustion and pain. His burnt 
cheek was dark brown. But the expression in his 
eyes revealed firm submission to the will of Godand 
a joyful fearlessness in service to Him and the 
Orthodox people. I went numb from the unexpect- 
edness of this sight, for it was immediately obvious 
that he was a hair from death. Yet he avoided death 
by some miracle. And suddenly I hear his greeting: 


“S’prazdnikom” (Greetings on the feast — tr). He 
said this greeting the same way people say “Christ 
is Risen!” on Pascha. Tears flowed from my eyes 
instead of a response. I had not cried since I was a 
child. But here, a 20-year old grown man, I stood 
on my knees before him without speaking, tears 
streaming, and kissed his right hand. 

I then understood that he, like the fourth 
Babylonian youth, had become a Man of Fire who 
did not burn up in the Chinese thermic oven of the 
20" century, stoked by the theomachist Kruschev, 
seventy times greater than the one fired up by 
Nebuchanezzar in the sixth century BC. It became 
clear that the grace of God had saved Father 
Philaret for his firm and fearless fulfillment of Holy 
Patriarch Tikhon’s commandment. 

Two months passed. He began serving again, 
and within half year was able to live independently 
in the mezzanine over the church. But suddenly he 
moved back to Zinaida Lvovna’s. We were told in 
confidence that one day Archimandrite Philaret had 
returned to his cell after service, opened the door 
with his key and entered. But suddenly he saw the 
tips of enormous shoes protruding from under the 
drapes. Realizing that a murderer sent by the Soviet 
régime stood there, he walked over to his dresser, 
pretending to take something from it, and quickly 
walked out of his cell, locking the door. After this 
episode a man from the Chinese police came to 
Zinaida Lvovna’s and asked why Archimandrite 
Philaret doesn’t spend the night in his cell. She 
immediately understood the situation and answered 
that he was physically weak and exhausted. 

Not long afterwards, Father Philaret, through 
spiritual discernment, discovered a picture of satan 
under the altar table in the church at Mercy House. 
The picture was immediately removed. The Soviet 
authority did not know how to aggravate or mock 
a man with apostolic boldness and faith which 
made him the bearer of the invincible grace of God. 

Having passed through all temptations, having 
passed through fire and water in the spiritual and 
literal sense, Archimandrite Philaret had received a 
gift from God: no matter who turned to him with 
any request, by his prayers God satisfied the request 
of the petitioner. After his death this gift has been 
magnified. 
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More Attempts ON His LIFE 


In 1961 Archimandrite Philaret moved to Aus- 
tralia, where he again entered the Russian Ortho- 
dox Church Outside Russia. But apparently, as a 
mitred protopriest said on November 2, 2003, he 
first offered his “repentance” and only then was 
consecrated Bishop of Brisbane. Of what did this 
“repentance” consist if he had never accepted the 
mistakes of sergianism, if he had never recognized 
the evil war against God by the Soviet regime as 
good, ifhe had always been faithful to the Church, 
the true homeland and the people? 

There was a third attempt on his life in the 
1970s, on Pascha, when he had already become 
Metropolitan and First Hierarch of ROCOR and 
lived in the USA. But the attempt was unsuccessful. 

A fourth attempt was made on a ship, when 
Metropolitan Philaret was returning from France 
after a visit to the Lesna Convent. On the return 
voyage an unusual phenomenon occurred in the 
ship’s boiler: suddenly, in the middle of the day, 
such an intense fire started up in the boiler that the 
smoke stack became white-hot. The ship’s captain, 
seeing no way to diminish the intensity of the fire, 
which threatened to melt the smoke stack (thus fire 
would engulf the entire ship and devour all its 
passengers), came at this critical moment to 
Vladika Philaret and asked him to pray, for, accord- 
ing to his view, only God could save the ship and 
passengers. Vladika Philaret heard what the cap- 
tain had to say and immediately began to pray to 
God. Between ten to twenty minutes later the 
smoke stack had cooled to red; within the hour it 
was once again black. God had granted them 
salvation! The captain came to Metropolitan 
Philaret, kissed his hand and emotionally thanked 
him for his prayers.... Now let’s ask ourselves, how 
could the flame have acquired such a catastrophic 
intensity? Did this happen on its own? Or, just as 
before, was the evil hand of a KGB agent involved 
in order to annihilate Vladika? 

Since then, almost half a century has passed. I 
myself have been serving in ROCORas a priest for 
more than thirty years. I also have always followed 
my spiritual father and never commemorated the 
Soviet regime, nor did I collaborate with it. There- 


fore, I believe that I have never been under the 
anathema of the Holy Patriarch Tikhon. But that 
same mitred protopriest [who alleged Vladyka 
Philaret’s “repentance”] unabashedly asserts that 
Metropolitan Philaret and all the “Chinese 
émigrés” supposedly automatically fell under the 
anathema of St. Patriarch Tikhon because they 
happened to be living on territory of the Mowcow 
Patriarchate from 1945 to 1961. Howcould this be 
— for they loved Christ God and never betrayed 
Him, never accepted the mistake of sergianism, and 
did not collaborate with the Soviet regime? 

I protest such inhumane misunderstanding 
and condemnation. In the beginning of the 21* 
century do not the incorrupt relics of Metropolitan 
Philaret prove that God holds him as a saint for his 
battle against the pagan understanding of good and 
evil, for not agreeing with the mistake of 
sergianism, for not collaborating with the godless 
authority? 

If, during the Soviet era, sergianism created a 
pagan mindset, after the Soviet régime ended this 
sergianist mindset is already turning into an anti- 
Christ mindset. Therefore unification must begin 
with a general condemnation of the error of the 
supreme church authority at a council of all Mos- 
cow Patriarchate and ROCOR bishops. Only after 
this condemnation would we be able to approach 
one Chalice of Christ, for oneness of mind would 
have been achieved. 


ON THE ROAD TOWARD DISASTER 


If the union of ROCOR and the Mowcow 
Patriarchate is made without a preliminary con- 
demnation of the sergianist heresy and anathema 
against ecumenism, it will lead to a spiritual catas- 
trophe for ROCOR, causing the anathema of St. 
Patriarch Tikhon to extend onto ROCOR — 
something which was never the case for Metropoli- 
tan Philaret. He was never a cunning slave who lost 
his personal grace. 

If the union occurs without a preliminary con- 
demnation of the sergianist crime and ecumenism, 
will not the organizers of the unification within 
ROCOR become co-participants and collabora- 
tors of those who crucified Christ God? Will this 
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unification not take place under the carnivorous 
mockery of the dead Soviet régime and the still 
living enemies of Christ? 

It must also be noted that the glorification of 
the Holy Tsar Nicholas and all the New Martyrs 
started in Russia from a copy of the Myrrh-gushing 
Icon from ROCOR— yet the MP supreme church 
authority did not want to glorify the Great Martyr 
Tsar Nicholas and the New Martyrs. The glorifi- 
cation only took place when the supreme church 
authority could no longer oppose the will of the 
people or the miraculous sign of the fragrant myrrh 
streaming from the icon of St. Tsar Nicholas and 
his royal family. 


THE GUARDS OF THE LorD’s HousE 


Terrifying news is coming out of Russia that 
Patriarch Alexei II with his hierarchy wish to glorify 
Patriarch Sergius for his Declaration of 1927, this 
gross mistake and lie. A certain Sergei Fomin calls 
Sergius “The Guard of the Lord’s House” in a book 
with the same title. 

Can the supreme church authority of ROCOR 
accept this withouta loss of its own grace and falling 
under the anathema of St. Patriarch Tikhon? No, 
it cannot! This is my own conviction; I am not 
forcing it on anyone, but having taken on this 
ecclesiological mindset, I cannot reject it even until 
death. 

The 1927 Declaration of Metropolitan 
Sergius, for the consciousness abroad, is an impass- 
able abyss dividing the MP and the Church in the 
diaspora even until the Lord’s dread judgment. St. 
Patriarch Tikhon, Metropolitan Melety, Father 
Arseny, Father Philaret — these could be called the 
Guardians of the Lord’s House, but not Sergius 
under any circumstances. 


REGARDING MYSELF 


The martyric podvig of Father Philaret had 
sucha strong impact on me thatI completely joined 
his beliefand outlook. The number of such faithful 
was constantly increasing. But I will admit that the 
fear of pain enslaved me; I was afraid I could not 
withstand such torture if it happened to me. Upon 
arriving in Australia, I would have nightmares. It 
seemed that the Communists were pursuing me; I 
would run from them and finally wake up in horror 
with cold sweat on my brow. For approximately 
thirty seconds I could not get my bearings. But 
then I would remember I was in Australia and 
would calm down. This went on for about three 
years. 

I understood well that I was weak and sinful and 
therefore was afraid to become a priest. I even 
thought of running away from the Holy Trinity 
Seminary, where I was studying. But Metropolitan 
Philaret learned of this. When he saw me next he 
said to me: “What is this I hear? Watch out, or I'll 
box your ears!” Then I completed seminary. I was 
very fearful of entering the priesthood, which 
Vladika Theodosy of Australia insisted I do. Before 
I entered the priesthood, Vladika Philaret phoned 
me in Australia and blessed me. Then I calmed 
down. 

In Australia, when I was already a priest, I met 
with Vladika Philaret. Again I said to him: 
“Vladika Philaret, I won’t endure torture, but I 
think I could take a bullet if God helps.” He didn’t 
answer. I understood that he would pray for me not 
to lose my faith and become a sergianist. 


Protopriest Alexei Mikrikov 
Assigned to Holy Trinity Monastery, 
Jordanville 


Translated from the Russian by Eugenia Chisholm and verified against the original published in Volume 
2791 of Nasha Strana, March 2006; there are some variances in versions published on various websites. 


A HOMILY ON THE WORDS “LOVE THINE ENEMIES” 
BLESSED METROPOLITAN PHILARET OF NEW YORK 


In the Name of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit. In today’s Gospel reading during the 
divine liturgy, you heard the appeal of Christ the 
Savior: “Love thine enemies”. It must be noted 
that in our days one frequently hears arguments 
against certain Gospel principles, against certain 
commandments of our Savior. Usually it is said 
that all of this is extremely lofty and of course 
impossible to fulfill. If you ask these people to 
specify exactly what it is it in the holy Gospel which 
seems to them to be impossible to fulfill, then it will 
be precisely that very teaching of Christ and His 
gospel which make it so wonderfully different from 
all other religions. Only Christ the Savior spoke 
about love for one’s enemies; He alone called for 
this! Of course, a contemporary person of our 
times, a self-loving egotist who cannot fulfill the 
commandment of love for one’s neighbor — how 
can he fulfill the commandment of love toward 
enemies?! 

But that commandment of Christ must be 
taken within the context of His entire divine and 
lofty teaching. The Lord appealed to those who 
wished to be His true followers and disciples. In 
order to be this, it is necessary to follow His entire 
law, and within this law one of the most elevated 
aspects is this very appeal of the Savior to love one’s 
enemies. But for a person who barely fulfills the 
commandments of Christ, pays little heed to 
Church rules, and in general does not live a true 
Church Christian life — then of course, how can he 
possibly fulfill this commandment? He will take 
great pleasure in remembering the Old Testament, 
“an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth”, but he will 
give not a single thought to loving his enemies. It 
will seem to him that on this issue the Church has 
fallen behind the times in its appeals and teachings. 
So it is these days that people often say: “the church 
is not keeping in step with life and is behind the 
times. Life moves forward but the Church is not 
keeping up!” 

To what does the Church call us? “Beye perfect 
as your Father in heaven is perfect.” Such is the 


ideal which the Savior placed before His faithful. 
The Church calls us to anew life in Christ. This call 
and this teaching are not connected with any pas- 
sage of time, for this is eternal truth which the 
Church taught during the first centuries of Chris- 
tianity and teaches the same now and will continue 
to teach until the end of the history of mankind on 
earth, until the terrible coming of Her Lord. She 
is faithful to him always, and this is precisely her 
teaching and call. But what regards those clever 
thinkers who now say these things, it must be said 
about them that it is not the Church which has 
fallen behind the times, but they themselves who 
have run away from the Church to an unknown 
place! 


The following portion of the text, present in the 
tape-recording of the homily, was omitted from the 
printed version. 


What degree of madness is contemporary man- 
kind approaching?! It is not difficult to assess when 
one observes what is being committed. Just re- 
cently it was reported in the press that the so-called 
World Council of Churches, which includes al- 
most all Christian denominations and all the 
Orthodox churches, except for one, our [Russian 
Orthodox Church Abroad, has received as a full- 
fledged member, as a normal — so to speak — 
religion, the religion which serves satan, i.e. 
Satanism! It has been accepted into this World 
Council of Churches. This means that the unfor- 
tunate person who heads this terrible teaching of 
Satanism, adversary to God, will sit at the same 
table with representatives of Christian denomina- 
tions and perhaps they will even invent some sort of 
ecumenical common services to be politically cor- 
rect. Incidentally it is 2 propos to note that this same 
World Council of Churches which. as I have men- 
tioned, includes almost all the [“official”] Ortho- 
dox churches was joined also by the American- 
Soviet autocephaly [the so-called OCA], which has 


now been in existence for a few years. It also is a 
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member of this World Council of Churches. Thus, 
they have now acquired for themselves a new col- 
league, a new concelebrant — the head of this 
insane Satanism. The thought occurs that this 
must be the ultimate; what a level of madness 
people are reaching! Yet they complain that the 
Church is not keeping up with them. How can the 
Church possibly keep up with this? I repeat that it 
is not the Church which has fallen behind life, but 
these people who are creating a new life for them- 
selves, it is they who have run away from the 


Church in an unknown direction. And their end 
will be dreadful! 


End omitted text 


But we, beloved brethren, must take care of 
what we have and remember that not a single 
commandment of the Lord is such that it cannot be 
fulfilled. That is lack of faith and faintheartedness, 
saying that one cannot love one’s enemies; that isan 
absence of Christian spirit and Christian mindset! 
What a situation would the Lord and Savior have 
placed us in had He given a commandment which 
is unfulfillable, the transgression of which fore- 
bodes eternal suffering! Never does the Lord yoke 
people with a burden which is impossible to carry. 
On.the contrary, He says: “Take My yoke upon 
you, and learn of Me; for Iam meek and lowly in 
heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” This 
world will not give us that rest. You see for 
yourselves what is happening in the world right 
now, but the Lord will give it “for my yoke is easy 
and my burden is light,” says He. 

Of course, for those who are not accustomed to 
this easy yoke and light burden, for those who are 
accustomed to living according to their sinful incli- 
nations and desires, in order to embark on a new 
Christian path faithful to Christ, of course at first it 
will not be easy at all. It will be harder to fulfill the 


commandments of Christ for those who not only 
had not followed them but acted in the reverse. But 
when a man overcomes himself, when he humbles 
his sinful, capricious, sin-loving and evil nature, 
then he will proceed along the path of the Lord’s 
commandments, and it will be then that he will see 
that with every step His easy burden and light yoke 
become easier and lighter. But a man must simply 
decide and then proceed firmly. A person with a 
divided mind is not firm on his path. But when the 
Christian decides that he indeed will be a disciple of 
the Lord’s law in all places and at all times, covering 
unavoidable falls due to weakness with repentance, 
but not falling away from His Lord, then his path 
will be correct. One may even fall seriously — 
remember the holy Apostle Peter, who thrice swore 
and then renounced the Savior. But in that case it 
was his frightened soul which renounced, but his 
heart never left his Beloved Teacher. Then, having 
grieved thoroughly over his sin, the apostle bravely 
awaited the judgment of His Teacher, hoping on 
His mercy; and he received the forgiveness for 
which he had hoped. So it is with a Christian, if he 
falls along the way; let this not devastate him. The 
Holy Bible says, “does not a fallen man rise? Can- 
not someone who is lost return to the true path?” 

So it is with every person. Through our weak- 
ness we all sin, and quite a bit; but if our soul and 
heart do not depart from our Lord, then He treats 
all our falls, if we cover them with repentance, with 
infinite mercy and complete forgiveness. To this 
end He ascended the cross, in order to show us His 
love and complete forgiveness. But let us remem- 


- ber, brethren, this lesson from the Holy Gospel on 


love toward our enemies. If we do not possess it, we 
must firmly rebuke ourselves for this, because this 
means we do not have the fullness of Christian 
spirit, and we must pray to the Lord, that the Lord 
Himself teach us to fulfill His blessed command- 
ments. Amen 


From The Collection of Sermons of Metropolitan Philaret (20 cassette tapes) Tape #10, sermon #1. 
Text published in The Sermons of His Eminence Metropolitan Philaret, First Hierarch of the Russian 
Church Abroad, published by the Russian Orthodox Youth Committee, under the direction of 
(Arch)bishop Hilarion of Sydney & Australia, New York 1989, vol. II, p. 82. 


Translated from the Russian by Eugenia Chisholm. 


THE LIFE OF ST. HALLVARD OF HUSABY 
WHOM THE CHURCH COMMEMORATES ON THE 15* DAY OF MAY 


The holy martyr Hallvard was born to Vebjorn, 
a wealthy land-owner and merchant, and Thorny, 
who was either the sister or nice of Aaasta, the 
mother of St. Olaf of Norway. The saint of God 
was brought up in faith and piety. He was a good 
child, obedient to his parents, and grew in the faith 
and admonition of the Lord. As he grew, he lived 
chastely and honestly, wishing ill to no one. 

When the friend of God was twelve or thirteen 
years of age, his father took him along on his 
merchant travels. On the travels, when the goods 
were portioned out, St. Hallvard would juggle the 
weights in order to ensure that his younger brother 
received a slightly larger potion. One day, when 
they were off the coast of Gotland, a rich young 
man named Botvid came to talk with the mer- 
chants. Noticing the holy youth, he inquired after 
him. Addressing him, he said, “I am certain that 
thou art destined to do great things in thy time.” 

That spring, the noble youth set out from home 
to cross the Drammenfjord in order to transact 
business. As he was entering his boat, a bond- 
woman who was great with child ran to him. 
Trembling, she besought him to take pity on her 
and take her to the other side with all speed. The 
friend of God allowed her to enter the front of the 
craft, while he himself rowed. 

Presently, three men rushed to the shore. Ob- 
taining another boat, they pursued the saint and the 
unfortunate woman. The saint inquired: “Dost 
thou know these men, and why they pursue thee?” 
The woman said unto him: “Yea, I know them. 
They accused me of stealing, but] have not done that 
of which they accuse me. I fled, lest they mutilate me 
unjustly for a crime which I have not committed.” 

Then inquired the righteous one: “Darest thou 
prove thine innocence in this matter by ordeal of 
fire?” The woman responded: “Yes, if they will but 
spare my life.” 

The other craft gained on them rapidly, and the 
men hailed them, saying, “How can it be, Hallvard, 
that a well-born youth like yourself can shelter such 
a miserable piece of womanhood? Let us have her, 
that we may kill her, as she deserves.” 


“Why? What wrong hath she done” asked the 


saint. 


“She hath stolen from our brother, having 
broken into his house,” they responded. 

“How is it that she broke into his house?” asked 
the saint. 

The men responded, “She wrenched the bolt 
away which holds fast the bar across the door.” 

The righteous one declared: “That is not the 
work ofa woman; such work would require a strong 
man. Perhaps you could find someone who saw her 
do this thing, or who saw her in the house. But as 
it is, that it is not certain that she hath done this 
thing, surely you will not put her to death? It would 
be more just that she should show her innocence if 
she can. Moreover, if it is true that she deserves 
death, I will pay the penalties for her. Surely you 
must see that she is with child, and you must not 
murder the unborn together with her.” 

Upon hearing this, one of the men took up his 
bow and began to shoot. They killed the woman, 
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and also shot the saint through the throat. They 
buried the woman on the shore; but, taking a 
millstone, they tied it to the saint’s body and threw 
it into the fjord. 

The family of the holy one gathered and 
searched the waters with willow branches for 
the relics of the saint. The branches flowered 
long afterwards. But — strange wonder — the 
holy relics were found floating upon the waters, 


even though still tied to the millstone. 

But a greater wonder to the people was that the 
saint, following the divine teachings, defended one 
of the least ones of the Savior. Having done so, he 
received from Him eternal recompense on May 15, 
1043. Lovingly, they buried the holy relics in the 
church of Husaby. Immediately, miracles began to 
occur at his grave. Later the relics were laid to rest 


in a reliquary and placed in Christ Church in Oslo. 


Life and drawing complied from various sources by Luke Gehring. 


Previously published in Living Orthodoxy vol. XI #3. 


COMMEMORATION OF THE HOLY PASSION-BEARER 
HALLVARD OF HUSABY, DEFENDER OF OSLO 


AT VESPERS 
On “Lord, Ihave cried. ..’, these stichera of the holy \passion- 


bearer, in Tone VI: Spec. Mel.: “On the third day...” — 

Moved to Christian pity, O Hallvard, by the 
sight of a woman pursued by wicked men, in thy 
boat thou gavest her refuge on the waters, that she 
and her unborn child might escape the savage 
retribution, and so doing didst piously forfeit thine 
own life. 

O Hallvard, exemplar of wondrous piety, 
whose conduct was guided by the teachings of 
Christ, thou didst reason with those who sought 
revenge, entreating them to spare the innocent; 
wherefore, their arrow cut short thy life, and thou 
didst fly to heaven as if loosed from a bow. 

Mindful of the precept of the Lord, that we love 
God above all and our neighbor as ourselves, with- 
out hesitation thou didst defend the woman heavy 
with child, O Hallvard, against those who sought to 
slay her; wherefore, thou now abidest in the man- 
sions on high, where thou prayest for those who 
honor thy memory with love. 


Glory..., of the holy passion-bearer: Idiomelon, in 
Tone VIIJ— 

Like the merchant who found a precious trea- 
sure in a field, and sold all he had to acquire it, so 
did Hallvard find the kingdom of heaven on the 
waters of Dremmenfjord, for there at the cost of his 
life he obtained the jeweled crown of martyrdom, 
exchanging this transitory existence for life everlast- 
ing by striving courageously to save the life of a 


woman heavy with child from the hands of evildo- 
ers. Wherefore, assembling, O ye who love the 
martyrs, let us render high praise unto him as a 
goodly athlete of Christ, who fought the good fight 
and gloriously finished the course, receiving the 
wreath of victory from the Judge of the contest. 


Now & ever..., from the Pentecostarion; or 
theotokion, or this stavrotheotokion, in the same tone: 
Spec. Mel.: “O all-glorious wonder...’ — 

“I cannot bear to see Thee, O my Child, Who 
givest vigilance to all, asleep upon the Tree, that 
Thou mayest bestow divine and saving wakefulness 
upon those who of old fell into the sleep of perdi- 
tion by eating the fruit of disobedience!” the Virgin 
said, weeping, whom we magnify. 


Aposticha from the Pentecostarion or the Octoechos; 
and Glory..., of the holy passion-bearer: Idiomelon, in 
Tone II — 

Come, all ye Orthodox peoples! Come ye, 
Christian people of Norway! Come, ye citizens of 
Oslo! Let us extol Hallvard the wondrous youth, 
who, nurtured from infancy on the precepts of 
Christ, and reared in piety and reverence, bravely 
sheltered the defenseless woman, whose life and that 
of her unborn babe were sought by savage malefac- 
tors; for he was mindful of the words of Jesus, that 
no-one hath greater love, than that he layeth down 
his life for his fellow man. Wherefore, let us imitate 
Hallvard as he imitated his Lord, that we also may be 
vouchsafed a place in paradise with Him. 
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Now & ever..., from the Pentecostarion; or 
theotokion, or stavrotheotokion, in the same tone: 
Spec. Mel.: “When from the Tree...’— 

When the unblemished Ewe-lamb beheld her 
Lamb led forth of His own will, as a man, to the 
slaughter, she said, weeping: “Dost Thou now 
hasten to leave me childless who gave Thee birth, O 
Christ? What is this that Thou hast done, O 
Deliverer of all? Yet do I hymn and glorify Thine 
utter goodness which transcendeth understanding 


and speech, O Thou Who lovest mankind!” 


Troparion of the holy passion-bearer, in Tone IV— 

In his martyric death Hallvard cast aside riches 
and trampled sinful pleasures underfoot; and 
though his precious body was cast into the watery 
depths, it rose from thence at the divine behest as a 
sign for the faithful that his soul had ascended to 
paradise, where he prayeth unceasingly, entreating 
the compassion of God for us all. 


AT MATINS 
At “God is the Lord...”: If the feast fall within the 


period of Pentecost, the troparion of the 
Pentecostarion, twice; Glory..., that of the passion- 
bearer; Now & ever..., as prescribed by the 
Pentecostarion. But if the feast fall after the Pentecost 
period, the troparion of the passion-bearer, twice; 


Glory..., Now e ever.... Theotokion. 


Canon from the Pentecostarion, or those from the 
Octoechos; and that of the holy passion-bearer, with 4 
troparia, the acrostic whereof is “The Holy Church is 
adorned by Hallvard”, in Tone VII— 


Ove I 
Irmos: To God Who drowned Pharaoh in the Red 
Sea let us chant a hymnof victory, for He hath been 
glorified. 

To Hallvard,who was slain for piety’s sake, let 
us chant a hymn of victory, for he hath been 
glorified by God. 

Heaven wondrously revealed the body of the pas- 
sion-bearer when the malefactors cast it into the waters. 

Evildoers sought to hide their crime; but the 
Lord showed that naught is hidden which will not 
be revealed. 

Theotokion: Hosts of angels attend thee on 


high, O Virgin Theotokos; and the ranks of saints 


and martyrs ever hymn thee. 


Ope III 
Irmos: O Thou Who lovest mankind, Who didst 
establish the heavens and make firm the foundation 
of the earth upon many waters: establish Thou my 
mind in Thy will. 

Oslo, the city of kings, rejoiceth greatly in the 
holy passion-bearer Hallvard, for by his supplica- 
tions are its foundations made firm upon the 
mighty waters of the Oslofjord. 

Let the waters of Dremmenfjord leap up in 
gladness, for they received the hallowed body of the 
holy Hallvard with honor, but surrendered them at 
the command of God. 

Ye Christian people of Husaby, rejoice and be 
glad exceedingly, for from your midst came forth a 
pious youth, who by his martyric end bringeth 
everlasting glory to you. 

Theotokion: Come, ye earthborn, and with 
fervent hymns of praise let us honor the unblem- 
ished Ewe-lamb, who in her all-pure womb bore 


the Lamb of God, our Savior and Lord. 


If the feast fall within the period of Pentecost, the 
kontakion & ikos of the holy passion-bearer are 
chanted here. But if the feast fall after the Pentecost 
period, the kontakion & ikos of the holy passion-bearer 
are instead chanted after Ode VI. 


Kontakion of the holy passion-bearer, in Tone VIIJ— 
Like a merchant man seeking fine pearls, the 
young Hallvard plied the seas of life; and having 
freighted the ship of his soul with compassion and 
all the Christian virtues, he found a most precious 
treasure on the waters of Dremmenfjord, and sold 
all he had, purchasing it with the very blood of his 
life, for he bravely shielded the defenseless woman 
for the sake of Christ his God. Wherefore, marvel- 
ing at his innocence and valor, let us cry aloud: 
Wondrous is God Who is glorious in His saints! 
Tkos: Having cravenly slain the godly Hallvard, 
the murderers sought to conceal their wicked deed; 
and tying a millstone to his body, they cast it forth 
into the waters of the Dremmenfjord. But God, 
Who said, There is nothing covered that shall not 
be revealed, and nothing hidden that shall not be 
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known, caused the body of His saint to rise from the 
depths, bearing with it the heavy millstone, as a 
rebuke and accusation against the malefactors; for 
He likewise admonisheth us, saying: Whosoever 
shall offend one of these little ones who believe in 
Me, it were better for him that a millstone be 
hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned 
in the depth of the sea. O the omniscient provi- 
dence of God! O the lovingkindness of Christ for 
His children! Let us therefore be not silent, but 
with the millstone let us boldly proclaim: Won- 
drous is God, Who is glorious in His saints! 


Sessional hymn of the holy passion-bearer, in Tone IV: 
Spec. Mel.: “Having been lifted up...” 

At the grave of Hallvard by the church of his 
kinsman, the holy King Olav, God wrought mar- 
velous signs and wonders, healing the sick and 
afflicted, thereby bearing witness to the righteous- 
ness of His saint; wherefore, the pious, exhuming 
the precious relics of the passion-bearer, bore them 
with honor to enshrine them in great Oslo. 


Glory..., Now & ever...: Sessional hymn from the 
Pentecostarion; or this theotokion, in the same tone & 
melody— 

Though I love sin, I beseech thee, O all-pure 
one, who gavest birth to the sinless God Who 
taketh away the sins of the world: Have pity on my 
most sinful soul, and wash away my many sins; for 
thou art the cleansing of sinners, the salvation and 


help of the faithful. 


Stavrotheotokion— 

She who in latter times gave birth in the flesh to 
Thee Who wast begotten of the unoriginate Father, 
O Christ, seeing Thee hanging upon the Cross cried 
out: “Woe is me, O Jesus most beloved! How is it 
that Thou Who art glorified as God by the angels art 
now of Thine own will crucified by iniquitous men? 
O my long-suffering Son, I hymn Thee!” 

ObvE IV 
Irmos: Thy virtue covered the heavens, O Lord, and 
Thou hast filled all things with Thy praise. Glory 
to Thy power, O Thou Who lovest mankind! 

Husaby exulteth today in the passion-bearer 
Hallvard, and summoneth all the towns and vil- 
lages of Norway to celebrate his holy memory. 


Unto the pious youth Hallvard let us all fall 
down in homage, mindful of the words of Christ, 
for with mercy he treated the least of his brethren. 

Rich in earthly goods, the devout Hallvard 
spurned wealth and power when he ardently strove 
to deliver a woman from unjust retribution. 

Theotokion: Choirs of virgins and martyrs 
surround thy throne on high, O Queen of all, 
chanting hymns to thy celestial beauty and inef- 
fable maternity. 


ObE V 
Rising at dawn unto Thy glory and 
laudation, O Word, we unceasingly praise the 
image of Thy Cross, which Thou hast given us asa 
weapon to help us. 


Irmos: 


Hallvard was unjustly slain when the 
murderer’s arrow pierced his neck, but his Chris- 
tian death stabbed the wicked heart of the father of 
lies like a spear. 

In rage and anger the three murderers slew 
Hallvard and the pregnant woman whom he 
sought to protect; but by his death the saint gained 
immortality. 

Signs and miracles abounded at thy grave, O 
most glorious Hallvard, for God wondrously raised 
thy martyred body from the cold waters of the fjord. 

Theotokion: All the generations of men call thee 
blessed, O immaculate Bride of the Most High, and 
the ranks of noetic beings never cease to praise thy 


mighty works. 
Ope VI 


Irmos: Sailing amid the tumult of the cares of life, 
I founder with the ship of sin and am cast to the 
soul-destroying beast; yet like Jonah I cry to Thee, 
O Christ: Lead me up from the deadly abyss! 
Devout, chaste, honest and pure of heart, 
Hallvard imbibed the pure waters of the teachings 
of Christ; wherefore, without hesitation he came to 
the defense of the least of the children of God. 
Offering to pay retribution, that the murderers 
would not put the poor woman and her unborn 
child cruelly to death, the saint imitated the One 
Who hath redeemed us by His precious Blood. 
Remembering the words of Christ, “If ye have 
done it to the least of My brethren, ye have done it 
unto Me,” Hallvard valiantly defended the op- 


pressed woman, and lost his life for his Savior. 
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Theotokion: Now sink we sinners beneath the vast 
burden of our offenses, and the waters of life’s trials 
inexorably engulf us; but extend to us thy maternal 
hand, and swiftly save us, O Mistress Theotokos. 


If the feast fall within the Pentecost period, the 
kontakion & ikos from the Pentecostarion are chanted 
here; otherwise, the kontakion & ikos of the holy passion- 
bearer (see after Ode III) are chanted at this point. 


Ope VII 
Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our 
fathers, Creator of all, Who reinest in the cheru- 
bim, and didst save the children in the furnace! 

Evil did not triumph over goodness, and the 
millstone tied to the saint floated upon the waters 
as a sign of God’s favor and love. 

Deadly was the murderers’ sin; thus would it 
have been better had the stone been bound to their 
own necks and cast into the sea. 

Blessed is the Lord God of our fathers, by 
Whose grace the wondrous passion-bearer glori- 
ously finished the course of his life! 

Theotokion: Ye Christian youths and maidens, 
praise the all-holy Lady, the Virgin Mary, who far 
surpasseth the cherubim in glory and dignity. 


Irmos: 


Ope VIII 
Irmos: Ye heavens of heavens, O earth and ye 
mountains, ye hills and depths of the sea, and all ye 
race of men, with hymns bless ye as Creator and 
Deliverer God Who is unceasingly glorified in the 
highest by the angels! 

Hallvard dwelleth now in paradise and prayeth for 
his kinfolk on earth; wherefore, ye mountains and fjords 
of Norway, and all ye people of that land, bless the 
Creator and Deliverer Who hath glorified His saint. 

Ascending to the heavens of heavens, the 
chaste-minded Hallvard joined the ranks of angelic 
beings and the companies of the martyrs, where 
with hymns he continually blesseth God, his Cre- 
ator and Deliverer. 

Let us praise the devout Vebjorn and Thorny, the 
pious parents of the passion-bearer; for, rearing their 
son in Christian piety and the fear of God, they trained 
him to defeat the adversary like a mighty athlete. 

Theotokion: Lady and Queen, Mother of God 


and Mother of us all, look down from the heavens 


upon the race of men, and in thy compassion come 
quickly to our aid. For if thou wilt not help us, 
where will we find a deliverer? 


Ope IX 
Irmos: Without seed thou gavest birth to the 
incarnate Word in godly manner, O Virgin 
Theotokos; and we magnify thee. 

Virtue and courage filled the soul of the 
passion-bearer Hallvard; wherefore, we magnify 
him exceedingly. 

Arise, ye people of Oslo, and giving fervent 
thanks to God for so wondrous a protector, mag- 
nify the holy Hallvard. 

Residing in the mansions of heaven with all the 
servants of the Word, Hallvard magnifieth Him 
supremely forever. 

Theotokion: Dead are we in soul, O Lady, and 
destined for the lake of fire; but save us therefrom, 
that we may magnify thee. 


Exapostilarion of the holy passion-bearer: Spec. Mel.: 
“Hearken, ye women...” — 

Arise, ye people of Norway, who have received 
so many heavenly benefits through the intercession 
of the wondrous Hallvard, and give thanks unto 
God Most High, Who in His infinite compassion 
and love for mankind hath bestowed upon all 
Christians so great a mediator. 


Glory..., Now & ever..., from the Pentecostarion; or 
this Theotokion— 

Unto the preéternal divine Word, Who 
deigned to descend into thine all-pure womb, O 
Theotokos, to assume our human flesh — God in 
two natures, but in one hypostasis — do we render 
worship and adoration; for by His ineffable love for 
our race have we been truly saved. 


Aposticha from the Pentecostarion or Octoechos; and 
Glory..., of the holy passion-bearer: Idiomelon, in 
Tone IlJ— 

Christ our God, our all-merciful Savior, Who 
by His suffering and death on the Cross hath 
redeemed us from slavery to the devil and death by 
the drops of His precious Blood as with flawless 
rubies, did Hallvard ardently imitate, shedding his 
blood for the sake of the innocent; and by the arrow 
wherewith he was slain by the iniquitous he escaped 
the burning darts of the enemy of man. 


Now & ever..., from the Pentecostarion; or 
theotokion, or this stavrotheotokion: Spec. Mel.: 
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“Great is the power of Thy Cross...” — 

A sword pierced thy heart, O all-pure one, 
when thou didst behold thy Son upon the Cross; 
and thou didst cry out: “Show me not to be 
childless, O my Son and God, Who didst keep me 


a virgin even after I gave birth!” 


AT LITURGY 
Prokimenon of the holy passion-bearer, in Tone VII— 


The righteous man shall be glad in the Lord, and 
shall hope in Him. 

Stichos: Hearken, O God, unto my prayers, when 
I make supplication unto Thee. 


A READING FROM THE ACTS OF THE Hoty APOSTLES, §17 
[Acts 6: 8-15; 7: 1-5, 47-60] 
In those days, Stephen, full of faith and power, did great 
wonders and miracles among the people. Then there arose 
certain of the synagogue, which is called the synagogue of the 
Libertines, and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of 
Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen. And they were 
not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake. 
Then they suborned men, who said: “We have heard him 
speak blasphemous words against Moses, and against God.” 
And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, 
and came upon him, and caught him, and brought him to the 
council, and set up false witnesses, who said: “This man 
ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words against this holy 
place, and the law: for we have heard him say, thar this Jesus 
of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall change the 
customs which Moses delivered us.” And all who sat in the 
council, looking steadfastly on him, saw his face as it had been 
the face of an angel. Then said the high priest: “Are these 
things so?” And he said: “Men, brethren, and fathers, 
hearken: the God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham, 
when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran, and 
said unto him, “Get thee out of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and come into the land which I shall show thee.’ 
Then came he out of the land of the Chaldzans, and dwelt in 
Haran: and from thence, when his father was dead, he 
removed him into this land, wherein ye now dwell. And he 
gave him none inheritance in it, no, not so much as to set his 
foot on. Solomon built hima house. Howbeit the Most High 
dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as saith the 
prophet: “Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool: 
what house will ye build me? saith the Lord: or “What is the 
place of my rest? Hath not my hand made all these things?” 
Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do 
always resist the Holy Spirit: as your fathers did, so do ye. 
Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and 
they have slain those who showed before of the coming of the 


Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and 
murderers: who have received the law by the disposition of 
angels, and have not kept it.” When they heard these things, 
they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their 
teeth. But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, looked up 
steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing on the right hand of God, and said: “Behold, I see the 
heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right 
hand of God.” Then they cried out with a loud voice, and 
stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, and 
cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid 
down their clothes at a young man’s feet, whose name was 
Saul. And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and 
saying: “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And he kneeled down, 
and cried with a loud voice: “Lord, lay not this sin to their 


charge.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 


Alleluia, in Tone IV— 

Stichos: The righteous man shall flourish like a palm- 
tree, and like a cedar in Lebanon shall he be multi- 
plied. 

Stichos: They that are planted in the house of the Lord, 
in the courts of our God they shall blossom forth. 


GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN, §52 [JN. 15: 17-16: 2] 
The Lord said to His disciples: “These things I command you, 
that ye love one another. If the world hate you, ye know that 
it hated Me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the 
world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, 
but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you. Remember the word that I said unto you, The 
servant is not greater than his lord. Ifthey have persecuted Me, 
they will also persecute you; ifthey have kept My saying, they 
will keep yours also. Butall these things will they do unto you 
for My name’s sake, because they know not him that sent Me. 
If] had not comeand spoken unto them, they had not had sin: 
but now they have no cloak for their sin. He who hateth Me 
hateth My Father also. If I had not done among them the 
works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but 
now have they both seen and hated both Me and My Father. 
But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that 
is written in their law, They hated Me without a cause. But 
when the Comforter is come, Whom I will send unto you 
from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, Who proceedeth 
from the Father, He shall testify of Me: and ye also shall bear 
witness, because ye have been with Me from the beginning. 
These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be 
offended. They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the 
time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he 
doeth God service.” 


Communion verse — 
In everlasting remembrance shall the righteous be; 


he shall not-be afraid of evil tidings. 


Composed by the reader Isaac Lambertsen. This service is offered for private use and, where permit- 
ted by the diocesan bishop, for use in Church services. ©2007 Isaac E. Lambertsen. 


